
SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

Optimal patient selection for dialysis and timing of
dialysis initiation for older adults is unknown, be-
cause prior studies were limited in size or limited to
patients selected for dialysis. In this observational
study of .73,000 veterans, the level of kidney
function at which dialysis initiation was associated
with lower mortality compared with medical
management was higher among older versus
younger patients. At the same time, the potential
gain in life expectancy associated with dialysis was
diminished for older patients and at higher eGFRs.
Provision of dialysis at higher levels of kidney
function may extend survival for some older pa-
tients, but the corresponding increase in life ex-
pectancy may not outweigh the burden of therapy.


