JASN Visual Abstract Guidelines
Visual Abstracts are brief graphical summaries of Original Articles and Rapid Communications
published online only. They serve to summarize the work for online readers and may be used in
social media postings. Authors do not need to include a Visual Abstract with their initial
submission but will be required to submit one at the revision stage.

Creating Your Visual Abstract
Select one of the visual abstract templates provided. There are multiple layouts to
accommodate author preferences as well as graphical constraints. The visual abstract should
include a title, methods, outcome and a concluding sentence. Please fill in the template as it’s
laid out and do not alter the basic components of the template. Only original visual abstract
submissions are acceptable (reprinted images and figures will not be allowed).
Keep in mind the following:
•
•
•

Avoid excessive detail and clutter and keep text to a minimum.
Any descriptive text should be at least 12pt font size.
The visual abstract should be saved as an editable Power Point file as staff will add the
article DOI and may edit the text for clarity.

Adding Visual Details
It is critical that you only use images for which you have permissions or rights. To avoid any
potential problems, either use the copyright filter during an image search online or subscribe to
an icon image bank. There are many image banks on the internet, which are free to use.
Researchers who frequently prepare visual abstracts may benefit from purchasing a
subscription to access higher quality icons (e.g. Shutterstock, Getty Images, iStock, etc.).
Guiding principles:
•
•
•
•

Select bold, solid color icons
Avoid highly detailed icons as the intricacy may be lost in the small format
Exclude trade names, logos, or images of trademarked items.
Graphics should be 440 pixels wide by 350-365 pixels tall.

